IOO                        REVEALING   INDIA'S   PAST

Numerous smaller mounds stand around, marking, according to
Banerji, 'the ruins of the village or township which had grown
around this stupa and temple at the height of their glory.'15

The trial excavation of 1922 at the Stupa Area brought to light
buildings of 'four different periods/ The topmost stratum, asso-
ciated with coins of the Kushan king Vasudeva I, showed that the
stupa was constructed during the second century A.D. From the
earliest levels, lying below the floor level of the stupa, four oblong
copper pieces inscribed with pictographic characters were found.
Other finds consisted of flint scrapers and cores, conch bangles and
other ornaments, beads of various stones, and pottery vessels, some
of them painted, the majority of the vessels being pointed at the
bottom. The most important discovery was a seal of soapstone,
bearing the figure of a * unicorn/ A fragment of a similar seal was
discovered in an ancient drain, and a third specimen came from
north-east of the stupa. These seals bear pictographic symbols like
the seals found at Harappa.16 Banerji thought that affinities were
traceable between the Minoan antiquities and those unearthed at
Mohenjo-Daro. Although this equation has proved erroneous, his
discrimination of several earlier strata below the stupa level and
the recognition that the earlier remains must have antedated the
Buddhist structure by two or three thousand years, as suggested by
his Minoan parallel, were a great contribution to our knowledge of
Indian prehistory.

The collections of antiquities recovered from Harappa and
Mohenjo-Daro were examined by Sir John Marshall in 1924, and
he was convinced that they belonged "to the same stage of
culture and approximately to the same age, and that they were
totally distinct from anything previously known to us in India/ Sir
John announced the discovery in a London weekly paper,17 and
drew attention to the presence of copper weapons in many successive